How to get there
Driving: Postcode is RG9 6QD and there is a car
park for customers.
Nearest station: High Wycombe.

We’re delighted to present three circular
walks all starting and ending at The Chequers
Inn. The Brakspear Pub Trails are a series of
circular walks.
We thought the idea of a variety of circular country walks
all starting and ending at our pubs was a guaranteed
winner. We have fantastic pubs nestled in the countryside,
and we hope our maps are a great way for you to get
out and enjoy some fresh air and a gentle walk, with a
guaranteed drink at the end – perfect!
Our pubs have always welcomed walkers (and almost
all of them welcome dogs too), so we’re making it even
easier with plenty of free maps. You can pick up copies
in the pubs taking part or go to brakspearaletrails.co.uk
to download them. We’re planning to add new pubs onto
them, so the best place to check for the latest maps
available is always our website.
We absolutely recommend you book a table so that when
you finish your walk you can enjoy a much needed bite to
eat too. At the weekend, please book in advance, as this is
often a busier time, especially our smaller pubs.

And finally, do send us your photos of you
out and about on your walk. We really do
love getting them.
   @BrakspearPubs

Local bus services: The number 655 bus service
(Red Line Buses) stops at the cross roads
(Cadmore End).

Brakspear would like
to thank the Trust for
Oxfordshire’s Environment
and the volunteers who
helped make these walks possible. As a result of these
walks, Brakspear has invested in TOE2 to help maintain
and improve Oxfordshire’s footpaths.
Reg. charity no. 1140563

Respect - Protect - Enjoy
Respect other people:

• Consider the local community and other people
enjoying the outdoors
• Leave gates and property as you find them and follow
paths unless wider access is available

Protect the natural environment:

• Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home
• Keep dogs under effective control

Enjoy the outdoors:

• Plan ahead and be prepared
• Follow advice and local signs
For more info visit: www.gov.uk/government/
publications/the-countryside-code

The Chequers Inn
Fingest
Henley on Thames
Oxfordshire RG9 6QD
Chipp’s
Tel: 01491 638335Manor
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Quater Mile
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Route 1: Fingest – Little Frieth – Skirmett
Wood
Distance: 5.5km
(3.4 miles) Time: 1.5-2 hours
Route 2: Fingest – Moor Common – Little Frieth
Distance: 7km (4.1 miles) Time: 1.5-2 hours

Route 3

Route 3: Fingest – Cadmore End – Ibstone – Turville
Distance: 8.3km (5.2 miles) Time: 2.5-3 hours
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Brakspear recommends that all walkers bring a copy of
the Chilterns Hills West Ordnance Survey map. You can
borrow one from the pub for a refundable £10 deposit.

Shogmoor

Parmor

Route 1

A short walk with a steep climb to start with then
undulating terrain ending with an uphill section.

Directions
With your back to the pub and facing the church turn right
and walk along the road for just over a 100m then take the
footpath on the right and follow the path uphill past the beech
trees of Goddards Wood and Fingest Wood. (It is a steep climb
but the view by the seat at the top is well worth it.)
01

Did you know?

Church of St Bartholomew is a Grade 1 listed building,
surrounded by brick and flint churchyard walls, lined with
ancient lime tree. The massive western Norman tower was built
early in the 12th century and has unusual twin gables – it is
believed that only one other similar construction exists in the
country. Scenes of the period drama The Monuments Men were
shot in Fingest in May 2013, starring George Clooney, Matt Damon
and Jean Dujardin.

Climb over the stile and follow the path a short distance
through Fingest Wood into a field that covers the crest of the hill.
02

Continue across this field then enter more woodland by
squeezing through the gap by a large metal gate.
03

Follow the path along a forestry track, ignoring a path to the
right, in same general direction for about 250m then ignoring
another path, this time on the left, follow the track as it turns to
the right following the perimeter of a field.
04

05 Continue along the track as it passes Maiden House and Frith
Court, you are now entering the outskirts of Little Frieth.
06 After passing the junction with Spurgrove Lane a short
distance afterwards, turn right at the finger post next a house
called “The Cottage”.

Distance: 5.5km (3.4 miles) Time: 1.5-2 hours

path going downhill and after 700m walking along the bridle
path it ends at a small lane.
Turn left and walk a short distance along the lane before
turning right at finger post, go through a wooden gate and the
follow the path across a field.
11

12 Close by a small telecoms pole mast turn left and go through
a gate on a footpath that leads you past the Skirmett Village Hall
to the main road that runs through the centre of the village.
13 Turn right and walk along the road and when you can cross
over to the left hand side of road and continue along the grass
verge.
14 When you come to a turning on the left into a small lane
with a steel barrier go through the wooden gate to the right of
this barrier and follow the footpath across the field, go through
another two fields via wooden gates to finally exit on to a lane
at a road junction.

If you rather avoid a short climb, you can take a short cut by
turning right and walking along the lane, bearing left at the next
junction to reach the centre of Fingest and The Chequers Inn.
15

16 Alternatively, walk uphill along the lane opposite for about
a 100m, then take the footpath of the right,

After about 50m at a junction with another footpath bear
right and the follow the footpath past an old flint wall to exit
via a wooden gate on the road by the church and about 50m
from the pub.
17

07 Go through the wooden gates and follow the path downhill
between two houses and their gardens, go through another
wooden gate then turn left and follow the path alongside a
field.

Carry on in same direction until you come to a small lane,
cross the lane and enter a field opposite via a stile, then follow
the path downhill into some woods.
08

Bear right immediately you enter the woods and follow the
path downhill through the woods, (for most of the way the path
is bordered on the right with a wire and pole fence)
09

After some 500m, go over a stile in a metal gate then
continue on to a junction in the path. Bear right joining a bridle
10

Fingest Church

Route 2

A pleasant walk avoiding some of the
steeper uphill paths in the area but with a
view to savour towards the end of the walk.

Directions

Distance: 7km (4.1 miles) Time: 1.5-2 hours

01 With your back to the pub and facing the church, cross
the road into Chequers Lane opposite, walk along the lane for
about 100 metres.
02 After passing a red telephone box and just before a house
called Sundawn turn right by the footpath sign.
03 Follow this narrow track between the gardens until
you come to a fork in the path, take the right fork and go
through a metal kissing gate

Follow the path, keeping the fence on your right, through
a kissing gate to join a track (bridle path), and then go up hill
in the same direction.
04

When you reach the next fork bear right keeping to the
footpath as the bridle path goes left.
05

After 150m the path merges with a farm track. Go
through a metal gate and pass some pens and gates.

Fingest Village

06

07 Go over a stile and continue in the same direction to
another stile. Cross this stile and proceed along the path
keeping the hedge to your right.
08 After a bend to the right In the corner of the field go
through a wooden kissing gate then turn right immediately;
do not go on to the lane but take the permissive footpath
and follow it alongside and to the right of the lane.

When you reach a grass clearing bear left, then by a seat
cross the lane. Turn right for a short distance and take the
footpath on the left just as the lane bends to the right.
09

Follow the track uphill past a line of beech trees and
where the track turns left continue through a wooden
kissing gate (marked Lane End Conservation Group).
10

Carry straight on with the hedge on your right, then
continue round the edge of the field still with a hedge to
your right until you reach a gate leading into a wood.
11

Go through this gate and after about 200m exit the
wood via a wooden kissing gate and follow the path keeping
the hedge on your left.
12

Bear right at a junction still keeping to the edge of the
field go down into a dip towards a gate.
13

Ignoring the path to the right go through the wooden
gate, walk over the brow of the hill ignoring the path to the
left and exit the field via a metal gate.
14

Follow grass track uphill and go through another metal
gate to meet a farm track.
15

Continuing in the same direction follow the track downhill
then turn left on to a driveway and follow it for a 100m.
16

Turn sharp right behind a house (note: if you reach the
public road you have missed the turning).
17

Follow the access drive past a house called Woodpeckers
and take the narrow path nearest the wall going downhill
through a wooded area.
18
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Chequers Lane, Fingest

Route 2

A pleasant walk avoiding some of the
steeper uphill paths in the area but with a
view to savour towards the end of the walk.

Directions

(Continued)

As the road bends right and another road comes in from
the left continue on ahead, down a narrow footpath between
houses to enter the woods.
24

25 Continue in same direction to meet a cross track by a
waymark post.
26 Turn left to join this path and follow it through the woods
for about 1km staying on the ridge ignoring other paths until
you reach a wooden gate and a track.

Turn right on to this track and follow it at first along the
perimeter of a field and then into a wooded area,
27

Carry on in the same direction, ignoring the footpath on
the left and then exit the woods by squeezing through a gap
by the side of a metal gate into a field
28
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Fingest Wood

At the bottom of the hill you will pass, to your left, a row
of terraced flint and brick houses, keep going until you reach
a road. (If you fancy a break turn left and the Prince Albert
pub is just up the road on the left.)

29 Follow the path across the field and enter Fingest Wood
on the far side of the field.

19

Did you know?

The origin of name Fingest comes from the Anglo Saxon
name Thinghurst, meaning ‘wooded hill where
assemblies are made’. It is interesting and perhaps
coincidental to note that a seat on the edge of Fingest Wood that
overlooks the village is dedicated to Hilary Gordon (1948- 2017)
who many centuries later held solstice gatherings at this spot.

20 To continue with the walk turn right along the road until
you reach a finger post opposite the row of flint and brick
houses.
21

Turn left and go through a wooden kissing gate and
walk uphill through a field and exit into a lane via another
wooden kissing gate.

30 Leave the wood via a stile and pause and take in the view
of Fingest Village nestling in the valley below set against the
rolling Chiltern Hills.

22 Turn right and follow the lane to the top of the hill into
Little Frieth.

Follow the path downhill with the beach trees on your
left and at the bottom when you reach the road turn left and
walk a 100m back to the pub.
31

Did you know?

The name Frieth is apparently derived from a Medieval
English word for forest and or preserve. The area like
many other villages in the Chilterns suffered in the past from
a lack of a good water supply. There were three ponds in Little
Frieth and some natural springs (Perrin Springs) and one well.
These supplies were supplemented with tanks/cisterns that stored
rain water from roofs etc. Mains Water was not available in the
Frieth and Little Frieth until the 1930s.

23 After passing Spurgrove Cottage turn right by a post box
and follow the unmade road past some houses.

Memorial to Hilary Champion Gorden

Route 3

A fairly long walk with two steep
hills, otherwise gentle valley walks.

Directions

Distance: 8.3km (5.2 miles) Time: 2.5-3 hours

01 With your back to the pub and facing the church cross the
road and walk into Chequers Lane opposite, then walk along
the lane for about 100 metres.

Did you know?

Church of St Bartholomew, Fingest: a Grade 1 listed
building, surrounded by brick and flint churchyard walls,
lined with ancient lime trees. The massive western
Norman tower was built early in the 12th century and has
unusual twin gables - it is believed that only one other similar
construction exists in the country. Scenes of the period drama
The Monuments Men were shot in Fingest in May 2013, starring
George Clooney, Matt Damon and Jean Dujardin.

After passing a red telephone box and just before the house,
called Sundawn, turn right by the footpath sign.
02

Follow this narrow track between gardens until you come to
fork - take the left hand fork over the stile and walk up the hill.
There is a welcome bench about half way up with fantastic
views (about 20 minutes).
03

04 Once rested continue uphill through the woods (Hanger
Wood) keeping to the main track. You will pass some old
wooden signs giving information about the woods and
distances.

The Chequers Inn Fingest

Follow this track for about 600 metres until you reach a
waymarked fork - take the left hand fork uphill through tall pines
until you come to a main forest track. Turn left here.
10

Go up the track and you will see a sign giving the option
of using a permissive path - take this but do not follow all
permissive path signs.
11

05

Keep straight on towards Cadmore End. Coming out of the
woods follow the wide chalky road up a steep incline.

12 Where the permissive path turns left there is a smaller track
bearing right - take THIS one. It is not waymarked at this point.

At the top of the short sharp hill the track curves round to
the right - there is NO waymark or signpost here but turn left
onto the broad grassy track - following the telegraph poles. You
should be able to hear the M40 in the distance which is parallel
to this track.

13 Persevere going through the field, bearing right towards a tile
hung house on the ridge - until you come to the field gateway
- go through gateway and follow hedge on your right until you
see a stile (slightly overgrown with nettles) in the corner.

06

Follow this track for about 700 metres until you come to a
path entering the woods on the left (marked Bridleway). You
are now going downhill until you reach a small road (Chequers
Lane).
07

Cross this road and you will see a stile on the other side cross over the stile into a broad grassy field.
08

Cross this field into the far corner - go over a rather
overgrown stile and turn left - along another broad track until you come to some woods with a broad track (there is a
waymark on the tree) - turn right here.

14 Cross over stile, following fenced path until you come to the
road at Ibstone (this is quite busy so take care when crossing).

Did you know?

Ibstone’s village name is Anglo Saxon in origin and
means ‘Hibba’s boundary stone’, referring to the
boundary with Oxfordshire. The manor house of the village
is remarkable because the boundary between the two counties
runs straight through the middle of its parlour.

09

15 On the other side of the road is a black gate marked as a
footpath. Go through this and follow path through fences with
large houses on either side until you come to the wood.

Route 3

A fairly long walk with two steep
hills, otherwise gentle valley walks.

Directions

(Continued)

16 Turn left and keep straight on this woodland path, which has
white arrows painted on the trees, until you come to St Nicholas
of Ibstone churchyard on your left.

Did you know?

The Ibstone parish church, dedicated to Saint Nicholas,
stands separate from the rest of the village; this is a
common occurrence in places in this part of the country that
had some standing in the pre-Roman Celtic period.

17 There is a very faint waymark on the beech tree. Walk through
the churchyard onto a road.
18 Turn left and after about 20 metres you will come to another
road, turn right and walk down this road for about 50 metres
until you see a wide footpath to your the left on a steep bend
(note the waymark post has fallen over).

Take this broad woodland track with views over the valley.
Keep the woods on your left and follow the fence line (on the
right) for about 900 metres until you meet a kissing gate.
19

20 Bear right down the chalk bank until you come to another
kissing gate – go through this gate, keeping to the left until you
come to another gate - go through this gate - bear right and
you come to two consecutive hand gates (remember to shut the
gates) and enter a wide field - bear left towards a large tree and
the village of Turville.

Did you know?

The manor of Turville once belonged to the abbey at
St Albans, but was seized by the Crown in the
Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1547. The manor house
has since been rebuilt as Turville Park. The present incumbent of the
manor is Lord Sainsbury. Turville was home to Ellen Sadler, who fell
asleep in 1871, aged eleven, and purportedly did not wake for nine
years, and known as the “Sleeping Girl of Turville”. The case attracted
international attention from newspapers, medical professionals and
the public. Rumours still persist. The village is well known because of
its popularity as a film and TV location. Numerous occasions including
the 1942 Ealing Studios film Went the Day Well, the 1963 comedy
film Father Came To, the TV show Goodnight Mr Tom were filmed here,
Midsomer Murders, Lewis, Marple and the 2009 BBC adaptation of The
Day Of The Triffids, not to mention the sitcom The Vicar of Dibley.

You will eventually come to another kissing gate and some
steep concrete steps which pass close by a cottage. Go down these
steps and you will reach the main street of Turville.

St Nicholas Church Ibstone
22 Turn left into the village and pass the church and at the village
green there is a finger post on the left between two houses - turn
left here for about 50 metres until you come to a field gate (you
will see the Windmill on the ridge above you).

At the gate turn immediately bear right across a broad field
with a gate in the distance.
23

Go through the gate following a narrow path until you reach
the road from Ibstone to Turville. Cross over this road directly to
other side and up a short steep bank.
24

25 Continue on this path for about 50 yards and where the path
forks, turn right alongside a fence and then a beautiful brick and
flint wall.
26 After about 300 yards you will meet the road - turn left and
you will see The Chequers on the right hand side!

21
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Turville village

The Chequers Inn

Fingest, Henley on Thames
Oxfordshire RG9 6QD
Tel: 01491 638335
www.thechequersfingest.co.uk
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